
8.22.2811 VETERINARIAN: OFFICIAL

(1) The board shall contract with or hire persons licensed as veterinarians in Montana to perform the
duties of official veterinarians at horse racing meets. Contracts (or hires) shall be upon such terms
as the board and the veterinarians may mutually agree and may contain differing rates of
compensation based upon the experience of the veterinarian. The board shall compensate the
veterinarian(s) for official veterinarian services.

(2) The official veterinarian shall be present in the paddock to inspect all horses, shall inspect or
observe all horses after the finish of a race, and shall perform such other duties as shall be
prescribed from time to time by the stewards and board.

(3) If for any reason, a horse must be destroyed either in the paddock or on the track, the official
veterinarian shall perform the euthanasia. The act of euthanasia shall not take place in view of the
public.

(4) The official veterinarian shall be present at the starting gate while horses are being loaded. Any
scratches after horses leave the paddock may be made by the official veterinarian with the
approval of the stewards.

Authorizing statute(s): 23-4-202, MCA
Implementing statute(s): 23-4-201, MCA

History: Eff. 12/31/72; AMD, Eff. 5/4/74; AMD, Eff. 4/4/77; AMD, 1979 MAR p. 39, Eff. 1/26/79; TRANS, from
Dept. of Prof. & Occup. Lic., Ch. 274, L. 1981, Eff. 7/1/81; AMD, 1984 MAR p. 813, Eff. 5/18/84; AMD, 1985
MAR p. 775, Eff. 6/28/85; AMD, 1992 MAR p. 1605, Eff. 7/31/92; AMD, 1993 MAR p. 535, Eff. 4/16/93; TRANS,
from Dept. of Commerce, 2002 MAR p. 1500; AMD, 2005 MAR p. 383, Eff. 3/18/05; TRANS, from 32.28.611,
2015 MAR p. 2252, Eff. 12/25/15; AMD, 2017 MAR p. 132, Eff. 1/21/17.


